
ECERS-R: ART  
(ITEM 20)

SPRING 2015

Teacher name: Classroom name: Date

Accessibility target:

•	 Indicator 3.1: Accessible = Children have free access for at least 1 hour in programs of 8 hours or more  
(See p7 of the ECERS-R spiral for chart to determine the amount of time required for part-day programs).

•	 Indicator 5.1: Substantial Portion of the Day (SPD) = At least 1/3 of the time the children are in attendance. 
This is calculated from program open to program close; For example, 1 hour in a 3-hour program or  
3 hours in a 9-hour program. Substantial portion of the day is calculated separately for each item. It is based 
on what is observed during the 3-hour observation, plus the teacher response during the interview about 
what happens during the rest of the day.

Considerations:

•	 Coloring books or photocopied pages are considered a fine motor activity, not art.

•	 Be cautious when selecting art materials. Materials such as shaving cream, oil paints, and permanent 
markers are not appropriate for young children.

•	 Indicator 3.1 requires that at least one usable drawing material that will allow children to complete artwork 
be accessible (e.g., crayons with paper).

•	 Indicator 5.1 requires at least 3 art materials from 4 of the 5 categories (see below) to be accessible for a 
substantial portion of the day. All categories need not be accessible at the same time, as long as each is 
included for some time during the substantial portion of the day.

•	 Indicator 5.2 requires individual expression: 85% of the time when art materials are used, children can do 
“free art” and are not required to follow an example. Art pieces look individual and projects that follow an 
example are rarely used.

•	 Children ages 4 and older should be allowed to extend art projects over several days.

•	 Indicator 7.1 requires three-dimensional art materials to be available at least once per month.

•	 Indicator 7.3 requires provisions for children four and older to extend art activities over several days.
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Drawing Paints Collage Three-dimensional Tools 
Materials  Materials Materials

1. 1. 1. 1. 1.

2. 2. 2. 2. 2.

3. 3. 3. 3. 3.

4. 4. 4. 4. 4.

5. 5. 5. 5. 5.

Accessibility/Substantial Portion of the Day (SPD Tracking:

•	 Center Opening Time    Center Closing Time     Total hours of operation: 
 

•	 Divide Total hours of operation by 3 to get your Substantial Portion of the Day (SPD):

(List the times throughout the day when children are able to freely access the materials you listed above.)

Are there any times throughout the day when children do not have access?        YES         NO

If yes, when?            

Do these times add up to the time required for SPD?     YES        NO

If no, consider how you can modify your schedule/routines:

REMEMBER: if children cannot freely reach and access materials, accessibility and/or SPD cannot be given.

TOTAL TIME:


